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A2 RS UNIT 3 (OPTION F)

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 42 14.7 6.6 30 49 65.6
2 22 17.9 7.8 30 59.5 34.4
3 27 14.4 5.4 30 48.1 42.2
4 40 15.5 6.2 30 51.7 62.5
5 29 15.4 6.3 30 51.3 45.3
6 32 17.1 6.8 30 57 50
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A2 RS UNIT 3 (OPTION F) 

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 
 
 


(marks) 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Section A questions      30 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 


5 
 
 


 
 
(25-30 
marks) 


 


 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where 
applicable). 


 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 


4 
 
 
 


(19-24 
marks) 


 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where 
applicable). 


 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 


3 
 
 
 


(13-18 
marks) 


 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where 
applicable). 


 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
2 
 
 
 
 


(7-12 
marks) 


 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where 
applicable) 


 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 


1 
 


 
 


(1-6 
marks) 


 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and examples. 


 Little  or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied (within and/or across themes where 
applicable) 


 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 
 


N.B. A maximum of 3 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


 'knowledge in isolation'. 


0  No relevant information. 
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GCE A LEVEL (NEW) 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES 


 
SUMMER 2018 MARK SCHEME 


 
Unit 3 Option F - A Study of Sikhism 


 
To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 


 
Section A  


 
1. Examine the role and significance of the Mul Mantra in Sikhism. [AO1 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant responses 
will be credited. 


 


 Many Sikhs believe that the significance of the Mul Mantra is in what it teaches. 


 It teaches Sikhs about the nature of God - ‘One God, True Name, Creator, 
Without Fear, Without Hate, Eternal, Without Birth, Self-revealed, By the Guru’s 
Grace.’ 


 Another important and significant teaching in the Mul Mantra is the Oneness of 
God. This stresses the unity of God and is especially significant in Sikhism as it 
gives the religion its own identity in terms of belief, distinguishing it from 
Hinduism. 


 It also teachesthat spiritual enlightenment (mukti) is by God’s grace (Prasad). So 
the individual has some dependence on this blessing from God. 


 Another significant teaching is the notion that God is eternal and has not come to 
earth in any bodily form. This distinguishes the Sikh notion from Hindu avatars. 


 It also teaches that God is without gender and is described as mother and father.  
God is also creator, created the world and is immanent in all things animate and 
inanimate 


 Many Sikhs believe that the Mul Mantra is a fundamental statement of faith. 


 The teaching in the Mul Mantra, whilst simple, is also very complex and 
incorporates all other Sikh teachings about the role of the gurus and the ultimate 
purpose of life. It is a complete philosophy in itself 


 It is possible for some Sikhs to be very strongly affected by the Mul Mantra and it 
will influence all of their other actions and beliefs. 


 The recitation of the Mul Mantra is a central part of daily prayers and so brings 
Sikhs into relationship with God every day 


 Can recite God’s name in ‘sat nam’ as a mantra to purify the mind and come 
close to God 


 It is repeated each day during early morning prayer. The first words of the Mool 
Mantar are Ik Onkar' meaning 'there is one God. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
 












Sticky Note

Excellent introduction that clearly presents the role and significance of the Mul Mantra in Sikhism.



Sticky Note

Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge showing a clear understanding of religion and belief.



Sticky Note

Excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.







Sticky Note

Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.







Sticky Note

Excellent use of evidence and examples.



Sticky Note

An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. There is thorough and accurate reference made to sources of wisdom and insightful connections made between the various approaches studied.
The answer is given B5 - 30
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Unit 3 Option F – A Study of Sikhism 


Section A questions test your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Section B questions test your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


[30]1. Examine the role and significance of the Mul Mantra in Sikhism.


END OF PAPER
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Section B questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


 
 


(25-30 
marks) 


 


 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied (within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Thorough and accurate  use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


4 
 


 


 
(19-24 
marks) 


 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 
(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


 


3 
 


 


 
(13-18 


marks) 


 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 


(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 


2 
 


 


 
(7-12 


marks) 


 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are  identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought, appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 
(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Some mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 


1 
 


 


 
(1-6 


marks) 


 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied 


(within and/or across themes where applicable). 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication.  
 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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6. 'Sikhism is an inclusivist tradition.’  
 
 Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant responses 
will be credited. 


 


 Candidates could define the meaning of inclusivism – it is one of several different 
approaches to understanding the relationship between religions which asserts 
that while one set of beliefs is absolutely true other sets of beliefs are at least 
partially true. It could be argued that inclusivists are those that are tolerant of 
other religions but still feel that truth is limited to their faith only. They favour 
dialogue with other religions but the result of the dialogue is ore-determined in 
their favour. Therefore the issue is to what extent does Sikhism fit into this 
definition. 


 Some would argue that Sikhs are very tolerant of other religions but that they 
fundamentally believe in the overriding truth of their own tradition. 


 Some would argue that Sikhism is an exclusivist tradition. Exclusivism being the 
belief that only one particular religion or belief system is true. The apparent 
exclusivism of the khalsa might be used to support this argument. 


 However many Sikhs would reject the notion of inclusivism and exclusivism and 
maintain that Sikhism is a pluralistic tradition. Pluralism being the acceptance of 
diverse religious belief systems co-existing in society. 


 Guru Nanak advocated an attitude of religious tolerance and acceptance. 
Sikhism favours appreciation of all faiths as paths leading to the same objective. 


 It can be argued that the Guru Granth Sahib is an excellent example of religious 
pluralism and inter-faith dialogue. It contains hymns from both Hindu and Muslim 
traditions which put together constitutes the Word. 


 Guru Amar Das in one of his hymns declares that all religious traditions are 
equally valid for realization of the ultimate objective. 


 In the Sikh tradition Guru Nanak had dialogue with holy men from different 
religions on his preaching journeys with a view to understanding and appreciating 
the other religions and their beliefs and practices. 


 The best example of interfaith dialogue in the Sikh scripture is Guru Nanak’s Sidh 
Gosti. 


 The Sikh Gurus were engaged in dialogue and in building harmonious and loving 
inter-religious relations. The lives of the Sikh spiritual teachers, the message of 
the Sikh scripture, and Sikh tradition and history seem to support the argument 
that Sikhism is a pluralistic tradition. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

Good opening statement which presents the issue clearly.



Sticky Note

Valid arguments presented which are supported by evidence and examples and references to sources of authority. However there is confusion in the use of inclusivist and exclusivist.







Sticky Note

Valid argument supported by evidence. However the confusion between exclusivist and inclusivist is slightly detrimental to the answer.



Sticky Note

Strong and valid argument supported by evidence and correct use of the term inclusivist.







Sticky Note

There is good knowledge and understanding of various aspects within Sikhism and Sikh history and this is used to form valid and appropriate arguments.







Sticky Note

Good discussion of the issue focusing on arguments and counter-arguments. Again there is confusion between the two terms.







Type text here



Sticky Note

There is purposeful and effective evaluation of the issue. The arguments are clearly supported by evidence, reasoning and reference to sources of authority. However the confusion in the use of inclusivist and exclusivist at times does affect the reasoning in the answer. There could also be references to scholars and schools of thought included.
The answer is given B4 - 24
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Sticky Note

Opening paragraph does not really set out the issues to be discussed and does not explain inclusivist or exclusivist.







Sticky Note

Valid argument supported by strong evidence and reasoning.
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Sticky Note

Again a valid point but needs to be developed further in yhe context of the question.



Sticky Note

This is a satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. The arguments, although limited in scope, are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and evidence. There could have been more references to the views of scholars and schools of thought.
The answer is given B3 - 15












Sticky Note

An introduction is needed which sets out the issue for debate.



Sticky Note

This could be a valid argument but needs to be linked to the question.







Sticky Note

This again needs to be developed further in the context of the issue raised by the question.



Sticky Note

Valid argument presented supported by some evidence.



Sticky Note

What is the evidence to support this claim?
Counter arguments are very superficial and lack evidence and examples.



Sticky Note

Although there is some valid analysis the evaluation is inconsistent. The arguments presented are only partially supported with reason and evidence which is not detailed enough for this level. There is very little reference to the views of scholars and schools of thought and the arguments are not linked closely enough to the demands of the question.
The answer is given B2 - 10
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Unit 3 Option F – A Study of Sikhism 


Section A questions test your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Section B questions test your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


Section B


Answer two questions from this section.


[30]6. ‘Sikhism is an inclusivist tradition.’
Evaluate this view.


END OF PAPER
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